Kingdom Builders King’s Kids
Discipline Handbook
Introduction
This handbook outlines the discipline policy for our Christian after-school youth program serving children ages 5–18 in Florida. Our mission is to provide a safe, nurturing, and Christ-centered environment where youth can grow spiritually, academically, and socially. Discipline is rooted in love, respect, and restoration.

Guiding Principles
· Christ-Centered Respect: Every child is valued as made in the image of God.
· Safety First: Protecting the physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being of all participants.
· Consistency: Clear expectations and fair consequences applied equally.
· Restoration: Discipline aims to restore relationships and encourage responsibility.

Expectations for Youth
· Respect staff, peers, and program rules.
· Care for property and facilities.
· Maintain safe behavior (no bullying, violence, or unsafe play).
· Participate positively in activities.

Discipline Procedures
1. Gentle Reminder: Staff redirects behavior with kindness.
2. Verbal Warning: Clear explanation of the issue and correction.
3. Reflection Time: Short break for prayer, journaling, or quiet reflection.
4. Parent Communication: Parents notified if behavior persists.
5. Behavior Plan: Staff, child, and parent create a plan for improvement.
6. Suspension or Dismissal: For repeated or severe violations (violence, threats, unsafe conduct).

Prohibited Discipline Practices
· Corporal punishment (spanking, hitting, etc.)
· Humiliation or shaming
· Withholding food, water, or restroom access
· Discrimination based on age, race, gender, or faith background

Faith Integration
· Use age-appropriate Bible verses to encourage positive choices.
· Encourage prayer and reconciliation when conflicts arise.
· Older youth may mentor younger participants in positive behavior.

Staff Responsibilities
· Model Christ-like behavior.
· Apply discipline consistently and fairly.
· Document incidents and communicate with parents.
· Participate in ongoing training in child safety and positive behavior management.

Parent Partnership
· Parents are expected to support program rules and reinforce positive behavior at home.
· Parents will be notified promptly of significant discipline issues.
· Parents may be asked to participate in behavior planning meetings.

Florida Compliance
· Aligns with Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) guidelines.
· Mandatory reporting of abuse or neglect.
· Staff trained in child safety standards.

Incident Reporting
· All discipline incidents beyond verbal warnings must be documented.
· Reports include date, time, behavior, staff response, and outcome.
· Copies may be shared with parents and kept on file.

Appeals Process
· Parents may request a review of disciplinary actions.
· A meeting will be scheduled with program leadership.
· Final decisions rest with program leadership in accordance with policy.

Conclusion
This discipline handbook reflects our commitment to nurturing youth in a safe, Christ-centered environment. Discipline is not punishment, but guidance toward growth, responsibility, and reconciliation.

